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[Jan. prove that all our therapeutical indications cannot be derived from morbid anatomy, and that in many-important questions connected with this subject, no information whatever is to be derived from that source." 33.
The phenomena-of hyperaemia, our author thinks, both in the healthy, and morbid states, prove incontestibly that the blood in the capillary vessels is withdrawn from under the influence of the heart, and that its movements and local determinations are regulated by forces inherent in the capillaries themselves. The nervous system modifies the action of these forces, as is observed in the act of blushing. Our The violet colour which we frequently see on the surface of the legs and feet of elderly people is probably owing to diminished energy of the capillary circulation. It appears that in these cases the blood, having arrived at the termination of the arterial branches, has a tendency to stagnate wherever the force of the heart and arteries is diminished. This is proved by the fact that the horizontal position will remove these discolorations. " In some of these cases, the blood which passes from the arteries into the capillaries of the feet, returns but in small quantities by the veins, and gradually accumulates to such an extent, as to oppose an effectual obstacle to the arrival of a fresh supply of arterial blood from the heart. The blood thus accumulated in the capillaries, being arrested in its course, coagulates, and obliterates the cavities of the vessels, so that their calibre is filled with coagulated blood, which is often found advancing towards organization.
The same series of phenomena must then ensue, as when the blood was accumulated in the capillary vessels under the influence of an acute hypersemia, ( We have now brought our analysis of hyperaemia to a close, and trust that the article will not be unacceptable to those (and they form a large majority^ of our readers, who have no opportunity of consulting the original.
We hope, however, that this specimen of the work will induce many to purchase and peruse it, who would not otherwise do either.
